Socialization in the Media 
Socialization (n): Learning the customs, attitudes, and values of a social group, community, or culture.
The media has power to influence, sway, affect, and foster human behavior.  The images we see and the dialogue we hear in the movies, on the radio, television, read in books or the internet and magazines have profound effects on the human psyche.  Even rejecting these images and stereotypes means that we have acknowledged the power of the media.  The struggle to conform or reject these stereotypes/social expectations is taxing but proves that the media is ever pervasive in both its blatant and subtle images. 

Socialization occurs at all ages, across all socio-economic classes and races.  If one is a member of society, one is subjected to these forces and one feels the pressure of the media – regardless of age, race, creed, and background.

The assignment:  You are going to get into groups of 3-4.  Your job today is to meet with your group and to come up with 5 different examples of how we are socialized in the media.  Each example must focus on a different group (ie- your group cannot have 5 examples of how high school teens are socialized).  Your group must target five different groups in society and choose 5 different examples of how the media specifically portrays “proper” or “proper through improper” behavior.  

These examples can come from music, magazines, movies, television shows, short articles, and radio shorts, but you must bring in these examples for the class to hear and see.  Only two songs may be used and you must provide the class with the lyrics, only two magazine ads may be used, and at least 2 DVD/movie examples must be shown.  Keep in mind: the scenes must be appropriate for the classroom (minimal use of profanity; no scenes involving sexual activity, violence, and drug usage).  Each movie scene may only be a maximum of 3-4 minutes, unless previously discussed with the teacher.  

The presentation:  Starting on ________________ groups will present their examples.  We will have two to three groups go each day. You must be ready to go, so make sure that if you are going to be absent, prior arrangements are made with me.  If you are absent on the day of the presentation without prior arrangements email (ryan.hollister@d300.org), then you will get a zero and the rest of the group will have to present without the absent member.  Each group presentation should last at least 16 minutes.

During your presentation, you must include the following aspects FOR EACH EXAMPLE (in any order of preference):  

· Explain where the example is from

· Provide any important background info needed (ie- a SHORT summary of the movie building up to the scene, who the artist is, what the magazine is, what the show story-line is, etc)

· Why your group chose this example (ie- is it popular? Many people view this?) 

· You must explain why you believe this to be a good example of socialization.  

· What is supposed to be “learned”?  

· Who is the media targeting? (What group of people is being portrayed?)  

· Is the example effective? Explain.
· What your group would change to “make it more real” and explain why– yes, your group has to change one aspect of the example 

Grading:  The project is worth 100 points.

20 points per example =  4  points for appropriate and new example (movie clip, magazine ad, magazine article, song, etc) and 2 points for each of the above asterisk points (16 points for the VERBAL part for each example).

Stipulations:  One will lose points if –

· One does not use time wisely in the lab

· One does not show up for the presentation

· One falls asleep or is rude during the presentations of others

· One uses inappropriate examples

Have fun~~

If you have any questions, you should ask me sooner than later!!!
Example 1:  ____________________________________________________________
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· Explain where the example is from                        
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· Provide any important background info needed (ie- a SHORT summary of the movie building up to 
        the scene, who the artist is, what the magazine is, what the show story-line is, etc)
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· Why your group chose this example.  
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· You must explain why you believe this to be a good example of socialization.  
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· What is supposed to be “learned”?  
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· Who is the media targeting?  
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· Is the example effective?
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· What your group would change to “make it more real” and explain why– yes, your group has to change 
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Group 1:___________________________



Example:________________________________

Member of your group:__________________________

Group 2:___________________________



Example:________________________________

Member of your group:__________________________
Group 3:___________________________



Example:________________________________

Member of your group:__________________________
Group 4:___________________________



Example:________________________________

Member of your group:__________________________
Group 5:___________________________



Example:________________________________

Member of your group:__________________________
